CARITAS GP PARTNERSHIP

Dr S Lund, Dr A Webster, Dr K Gill, Dr J Whittaker & Dr P McGuigan

	ELLESMERE MEDICAL CENTRE

Dr A Webster, Dr P McGuigan, Dr M Martin, Dr Hazlehurst

262 Stockport Road

Cheadle Heath

Stockport

SK3 0RQ

Telephone  0161 426 5276

Fax  0161 426 5289

www.ellesmeremedicalcentre.co.uk



URGENT APPOINTMENTS FOR UNWELL CHILDREN

The Practice has available appointments each day for acutely ill children. If you require an urgent appointment for your child, please ring the Practice on 0161 4265276 and give your child’s details and their condition to one of our receptionists. A message will be sent to the on-call doctor who will contact you and will offer you an urgent appointment, if appropriate. The on-call doctor may, however, decide to give you advice over the telephone or to issue a prescription instead. Following the initial assessment, you may also be advised to seek further medical attention if your child’s condition deteriorates or does not improve within a certain timescale. This could be at the practice, the Out of Hours Service or via A&E.


When considering if your child requires an urgent assessment the following information may be of use:

· Many common infections such as colds, coughs, sore throats and ear ache do not necessarily need antibiotics and often get better within 7-10 days.
· Some children who have seen their GP with a cough may still be coughing 2 weeks later. 
· Only children with signs of more serious illness generally need to be seen by a doctor or nurse. These signs include:
· Excessive drowsiness
· Difficulty breathing or rapid breathing
· Cold or discoloured hands &/or feet with warm body
· Abnormal pains in arms &/or legs
· Abnormal colour (pale or blue)
· Persistently high temperature not responding to medication
· Persistent vomiting and diarrhoea
· Symptoms related to meningitis
· Unusually severe headache
· A stiff neck (difficulty putting chin to chest)
· Dislike of bright lights
· A rash that does not fade with pressure

The following website may also provide further useful information;

www.whenshouldiworry.com

